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News Release

17 May 2010

For immediate release
INDUSTRY AND POLICE PARTNERSHIP TO BEAT CAR FRAUD
Potential fraudsters are being warned that the finance industry has teamed up with a specialist police unit to crack down on cases of car finance fraud, at a time when attempted fraud is on the increase1. 

The Finance and Leasing Association (FLA) has been working closely with the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) to tackle motor fraud and wider financial crime since September 2007.  

The ACPO Vehicle Crime Intelligence Service (AVCIS) is this week launching Car Crime Awareness Week (17-23 May) to raise awareness of this type of organised crime and help car buyers to protect themselves. AVCIS is dedicated to investigating and recovering fraudulently-obtained vehicles, and bringing offenders to justice. To date, the unit has made 236 arrests and recovered more than 1700 vehicles, with a value exceeding £33.2 million. Acting as the eyes and ears for the police, contributing finance companies are able to report suspected fraudulent cases to the unit for investigation and recovery. 
Paul Harrison, Head of Motor Finance at the FLA, said: 
“The FLA is pleased to support the first-ever Car Crime Awareness Week. Crime committed against finance companies affects the motor industry and its customers. By working with the police, finance companies are able to detect and prosecute fraudsters, and recover their cars. If these stolen cars had not been recovered then lenders losses may have been passed onto law-abiding customers through higher interest rates.” 
Head of AVCIS, Detective Chief Inspector Mark Hooper, added:

“Our partners, such as the FLA are instrumental in helping us reduce vehicle theft and related offences, but this can only happen by removing cars as an asset for criminals. Car Crime Awareness Week has been established as an annual reminder for motorists to be vigilant, in order to prevent becoming a victim of crime. "  
- ends -

Note to editors:

1 In 2009, FLA members that provide motor finance reported that there were more than 11,000 attempts to obtain fraudulent car loans in the United Kingdom. Had these attempts not been caught during lender checks, it would have resulted in loans worth £133 million being granted to fraudsters. 

Don’t fall victim to motor fraud!
· When buying a car, new or used, do your research. Know what to expect from the make, model and age of the vehicle – if the deal looks like it’s too good to be true, it probably is.

· If buying a used car, always get a vehicle history check, and remember some check providers offer a more comprehensive check – such as finance information – than others.

· Establish who the seller of the vehicle is – are they the legal owners of the vehicle, or is it a reputable dealer? 

· Check the car thoroughly for damage and make sure the vehicle identification numbers (VIN) match the documents.

· Take the car for a test drive and if buying a used car, consider having it checked out by an auto mechanic. 

· Consider in advance how you will pay for the vehicle. Cash can be dangerous, particularly if meeting a private seller at an unfamiliar address. Always meet the seller at their residential address, never, for example, in a pub car park or petrol station.
· If buying a vehicle on the web, ensure you’ve done all your checks before transferring any payment.
For more information about Car Crime Awareness Week visit:

FLA: www.fla.org.uk/motor/car_crime 

AVCIS: www.avcis.org or http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Car-Crime-Awareness-Week/103634696340539?ref=ts 

The FLA is the leading trade association for the motor finance sector in the UK. In 2009 FLA members financed £72.5 billion of new business. FLA members provided £16.5 billion of motor finance in 2009 and financed more than 45% of all new car registrations in the UK.
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